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Message from the MDS President 
 

        
 

Greetings Dressage Enthusiasts! 

 

Show season is well underway! It seems as though attendance is pretty high at shows and clinics and that dressage 

riders everywhere are busier than ever! Just a reminder to make sure your membership forms are in so all your hard 

work gets recognized at the year end banquet! Thank you to all the volunteers who make MDS and all of the MDS 

affiliated shows a success! It would be impossible without you! 

 

MDS just concluded the last session of Part 1 of the USDF L program. Gretchen Shantar did an amazing job orga-

nizing the event! She saw to every detail and was often running around the whole weekend ñputting out firesò. 

MDS is so appreciative of her and the success of the program. Itôs been a long time since MDS held the L program 

and we were able to come back in style! Once these participants complete Part II of the L program, weôll have a lot 

more L judges to choose from in Maine! Organizers and riders alike will benefit from the diversity! 

 

MDS, NEDA and Pineland Farms are teaming up to bring Christoph Hess, German  FEI ñIò judge and clinician, 

for a symposium at Pineland Farms on July 27, 28, & 29.  Mr. Hess is highly respected, internationally, for his 

knowledge and kindness as a clinician. Rider spots have all been filled but there are auditor spots open! All MDS 

members will receive a discount on auditing prices. Half day (either am or pm) auditing is $35, full day $50, or all 

3 days for $115 for MDS members. For more information please email Jennifer Dillon at jjpdillon@verizon.net  

This will be a great educational opportunity that should not be missed! 

 

This is the first official plug for the 2011 omnibus! All information should be sent to Becky Clark at 

b_girl52@hotmail.com ! All written information will only be accepted in .doc or .PDF formats! All pictures 

or ads will only be accepted in .PDF or .jpeg format! No exceptions! We need your help so we can stay on 

schedule for next year! Organizers and advertisers of past years will be contacted over the next few months to re-

quest show/clinic listings for the coming omnibus. Please help us by getting your ads and show listings organized 

well ahead of time! If you know of anyone who would like to support MDS and advertise with us, please send 

them to Becky Clark at b_girl52@hotmail.com . We are substantially raising the quality of the omnibus this 

next year which is a huge undertaking and needs to be financially supported! A business can advertise or a family 

can wish their rider good luck in the next season! It all helps fund the omnibus and gives recognition to that busi-

ness or rider! Donôt delay!! 

 

Just a reminder to keep checking the MDS website for updates and show information! Show results are posted 

there as we receive them as well! If you have any suggestions, additions, corrections, written articles, items for 

sale, or lovely pictures of you and your horse, weôd love to have them included on the site! Itôs a website for the 

MDS members so donôt be shy! 

 

I hope you have fun during the summer months, ride hard, work some, play more, and really enjoy everything our 

state has to offer. Itôs a great place to be this time of year with so many opportunities! We are all so lucky to have 

this beautiful piece of Earth, our horses, our family, our friends, and our health- so make the most of it! Hope to 

see you all soon! 

 

Bryn Walsh 

MDS President 
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USDF ñLò Education Program  

 

Sponsored by:   Maine Dressage Society   

At the Pineland Farms Equestrian Center,  

  

     Thank you, Gretchen, for your leadership in the ñLò program.   Without 

you, it would never have happened or turned out so wonderful.   

A big Thank you to Bobby Murray and Pineland Farms for hosting the pro-

gram at their beautiful facility.   Bobby worked very hard to have everything 

run smoothly for the group.  

Scott at Fat Boys catering kept us all well fed.  Thank you !! 

Great Volunteers who helped out during the long days: 

Cheryl Peaslee, Tammi Brown, Wendy Brunson, Kate Holden & Pat Martin 

Thanks the following riders who helped make the L-program a success.    

 

Suzie Altemus-Landry 

Sarah Barton 

Devon Brown-Hammond 

Mary Bowers 

Kelly Coyne 

Wadean Chadwick 

Jessica Champagne 

Suzanne Crowell 

Karen DeWitt 

Jean Detert 

Caitlin Donahue 

Karen Folan 

Mary Hall 

Kathleen Hartley 

Rebecca Jones 

Nadia Koziar 

Jan Lamontagne 

Amy Libby 

 

 

 

 

Carissa Lizotte 

Beth McEvoy 

Robin Miller 

Chris Nicola 

Sandra Needham-Blackwood 

Taylor Noonan 

Chelsie Oldfield 

Emma Oppewall 

Candace Platz 

Carol Poulin-Taylor 

Kristin Pretorius 

Ashley Shaffer 

Kate Sherrill 

Elecia Simpson 

Judy Thibeau 

DiAnne Ward  



Originally Published in The Horseôs Maine    June 8, 2010 
 

 

Maine Dressage Society USDF ñLò Program at Pineland ï Understanding the Judges Perspective 

 

On May 29-30 we completed the final weekend of the three-part U.S. Dressage Foundation (USDF) ñLò 

Program.  The USDF ñLò Program is an educational series that is the beginning level of training for dressage 

judges.  A combination of classroom training coupled with demonstration riders for practice judging sessions, the 

ñLò program is an intensive training that offered the participants and auditors an incredible experience and the op-

portunity to see things through a dressage judgeôs eyes.  This last weekend of training was the completion of Part 1 

of the L program.  Twenty-eight participants (almost all from Maine) have completed this initial training and are 

now eligible to continue the required program of scribing for and sitting with official judges, then moving on to 

Part 2 which includes the final exam.  Graduates of the L Program are qualified to judge Schooling Shows, and 

may go on to continue their training to become official judges themselves. Itôs a long process!  

For those of us who have struggled to compete at dressage, the ñLò program was an eye-opening experi-

ence. Dressage is frustrating but addictive sport.  It requires infinite patience, the ability to painstakingly work 

through the training scale, and we painfully endure criticism from dressage judges as we try to move up the levels.  

Anyone who has ridden a dressage test knows the anxious feeling as you await the judgeôs verdict, and the disbe-

lief that comes over you as you clutch your test and stare at the impossible score. ñIs that Judge blind? How unfair!  

What on earth could he or she be thinking!ò   

The ñLò program has provided insight and a new level of understanding on these issues.  

 

Is that Judge Blind? ï Dressage Judge Objectivity and Consistency  

 

With any judged sport there will be questions regarding the judgeôs objectivity.  Is dressage judging a 

science or an art?  Are judges objective or are they subject to their own preferences and prejudices?  One of the 

many frustrating aspects of dressage is the perceived lack of consistency.  Rides that seem essentially similar can 

be scored dramatically different by different judges.  

We learned at the L Program that even though there is this extensive training program there will always be 

variability among judges.  It was a little unsettling to hear our L Program instructors acknowledge that specific 

movements might be seen in different ways by different judges.  Our instructor Sandy Howard emphasized two 

things that were extremely important: 

The judge must be able to defend his or her score.  Although in a perfect world each movement would be 

scored the same, different judges may actually see things differently, and the important thing is that the 

score must be defensible, with a reasonable explanation.  

The judge must be consistent with all competitors at the show.  As Sandy Howard put it, ñYou must score the 

same way at 5PM as you did at 8AM.ò   

 

We also learned that the judgeôs visual perspective is somewhat limited.  Sitting at the ñCò position at the end 

of the dressage arena, it is actually very difficult to see the angle of a shoulder-in, or the length of stride for a horse 

moving away from you on the diagonal.  Judges in training must practice viewing the movements from different 

angles.  

Overall it seemed like the variability should be plus or minus one point, however.  The instructors allowed 

there was some latitude in the scoring system, they but did provide boundaries.  We heard several times during the 

practice rides ñDepending on how you looked at it, that movement was a 5 or a 6.  Definitely not a 4, definitely not 

a 7.ò   

 

Is Dressage Judging Fair?  Training versus Talent 

I canôt imagine that thereôs a single dressage rider alive who has not felt the sting of a judges score and comments 

that seemed to be unfair. The scores given to horses with beautiful gaits in comparison to average-moving horses is 

an area that is particularly controversial.  The L Program instructors provided us with a detailed understanding of 

the dressage judging system and how it teases out the elements of each test.  There are scores for each movement 

as well as the collective marks that all add up to the final rider score.  Our instructor Sandy Howard noted that this 

detailed breakdown of the scores was the best way to keep the system fair.    



One thing that was made very clear is that between two horses performing the same test identically, the 

horse with better gaits and movement will get a higher score.  Our L Program instructors were unapologetic about 

this ï part of the dressage scoring system includes the horseôs gaits and impulsion. A horse with a natural talent 

will ultimately be more competitive provided their training is correct and the test is executed well.  For those of us 

with average moving horses, we can either fume about how this is unfair, or we can accept that this is reality and 

focus on training.  Even an average mover can get decent scores.  In fact, there are several movements (such as 

turn on the haunches, halts) that performed correctly, can bring a ñ9ò score to any horse.  Our instructors empha-

sized that judges should not reward the flashy horse that performs poorly.  Even flashy-looking horses must have 

pure gaits, and the L Program participants were drilled to ensure they recognize and score appropriately horses 

with lateral walks or that do not show a clear 3-beat canter.   

 

What are they Thinking?  ï Getting inside the Judgeôs Mind 

  Our final session focused on the ñCollective Marksò part of the dressage scoring system.  We learned 

about the difference between natural gaits (purity) and the category of ñImpulsionò which is not just the horseôs 

willingness to move forward but also his suppleness, elasticity, and engagement.   

While the first two collective marks focus on the horse, the remaining two scores focus on the rider.  

ñSubmissionò scores reflect the horseôs willingness and obedience.  Riders who make a number of errors in their 

tests (e.g., circles too large, transitions early or late) may be penalized in this category as part of the ñSubmissionò 

score includes obedience and harmony.  The ñRider Position and Seat and Effect of the Aidsò score is critical.  We 

learned that this score is not just about the rider sitting pretty and in proper position ï the rider must also be effec-

tive.   

The instructors encouraged the judge trainees to use more of the full range of the scoring system.  The judge 

needs to use the scoring system to get their point across.  Judges who lack confidence tend to be those that stick to 

the safety of the ñ6ò score, which is ñsatisfactory.ò  Our instructor Sandy Howard chided the trainees ñIf you give 

that movement a 6, then what were you thinking when you gave that other horse the same score?ò  Itôs important 

that judges use a broad range of the available scores in order to differentiate the good movements within a test, and 

to ensure the different horses are placed properly in a class.  We heard several times ñItôs OK to give an ñ8.ò  That 

score only means óGood,ô not perfect.ò  Other insightful judging tips that were shared:  

 

Judge the essence of the movement. Movements have beginnings and endings and the whole sequence is in-

cluded in the score, but judges should focus on the primary component.  

For medium and extended gaits, judge the transition partly on what happens after the downward transition ï 

what did the horse transition to?  The short side of the arena is a place where the rider can make a differ-

ence in their score.  

What if the judge misses a movement?  Our instructor Sandy Howard tells us that it does happen ï judging is 

grueling and the days are long, and itôs unrealistic to think that there will never be a moment when you 

take your eyes away for a second and miss a movement.  What should the judge do?  Sandy was straight-

forward ï ñGive them a 6.  Unless the whole tests has been 7ôs and 8ôs, then give them a 7!ò      

 

The participants were uniformly enthusiastic about the L Program, even seasoned instructors and trainers re-

ported they were amazed at how much they learned.  For those who will continue their training and become L Pro-

gram graduates, there is still a long road ahead. Dressage is a lifetime of learning, and we are grateful to the Maine 

Dressage Society (especially Gretchen Shantar, the L Program Coordinator) for organizing this incredible educa-

tional event, which has helped us understand the judgeôs perspective.    

 

Submitted by:  

 

Susan Pendleton 

 



  

 

 

 

 

  

Reminder Page       

**********************************************  
 

 

Corrections to the 2010 Omnibus  

 

Please note these corrections to your 2010 omnibus! 

 
Central Maine  Dressage Schooling shows as follows;  

Sunday, June 27 at Pittston Fair Grounds   

Judge: Sandra Beaulieu 

Show Secretary: Cheryl Peaslee   

12 Ayrshire Ridge,  Pittston,  ME 04345  

582-0762 eve. 

 

Sport Horse Breed Show 

August 21 at Esprit Equestrian Center  Durham, ME 

Judge:  Peter Hansen 

Show Secretary:  Cheryl Peaslee   

12 Ayrshire Ridge,  Pittston, ME 04345  

582-0762 eve. 

 

September 12 at Esprit Equestrian Center  Durham, ME 

Judge:  TBA  

Show Secretary: Elizabeth  Owens 

268 Newell Brook Rd 

Durham  ME  04222 

353-8533 

 

EMDA shows missing from  the Omnibus, are on the following pages.   
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Eastern Maine Dressage Association 

Rider-Run Schooling Show 

Sunday, June 13, 2010 

Whispering Pines Farm,  Newburgh, ME 

 

Opening Date:  May 22, , 2010  Closing Date:  June 6, 2010 

Secretary:  TBA (check EMDA    Judge:  Chris Joost 

section on MDS website or newsletter) 

 

CLASS LIST 

1.  EMDA Lead Line 

2.  USDF Introductory Level - Test A 

3.  USDF Introductory Level - Test B 

4.  USDF Introductory Level Re-Ride 

5.  USEF Training Level - Test 1 

6.  USEF Training Level - Test 2 

7.  USEF Training Level - Test 3 

8.  USEF Training Level - Test 4 

9.  USEF Training Level Re-Ride 

10.  USEF First Level - Test 1 

11.  USEF First Level - Test 2 

12.  USEF First Level  - Test 3 

13.  USEF First Level - Test 4 

14.  USEF First Level Re-Ride 

15.  USEF Second Level, Specify Test 

16.  USEF Third Level, Specify Test 

17.  USEF Fourth Level, Specify Test 

18.  FEI Prix St. George through Grand Prix, Specify Test 

19.  USDF Quadrille -  Specify Level 

20.  USDF Freestyle -  Specify Level 

21.  USDF Pas de Deux - Specify Level 

22.  USDF Quadrille Free style - Specify Level 

 

Note:  EMDA and show management reserve the right to combine, divide or cancel cvlasses as entries wa-

rrant:  add to or vary the list of judges and make any other changes deemed necessary. 

 

1.  LEVELS; Lead-Line ï Fourth Level and FEI. 

2.  AWARDS: Ribbons to 8th place 

3.  ENTRIES:  $14 per class EMDA members, $15 non-members.  Make checks payable to EMDA.  NO RE-

FUNDS AFTER CLOSING DATE unless test time can be filled.  EMDA members whose entries are recei-

ved by closing date will receive priority over non-membersô entries.  Negatve coggins within one year and 

record of shots required with entry. 

4.  RIDER-RUN! This is a Rider-Run show!  Please understand that you (or your surrogate) MUST scribe, 

score, set-up, or take down the ring, or perform some other task.  When you call for ride times, a task will 

be assigned.  Please schedule your day accordingly. 

5.  TIMES: Times will be available Thursday, June 10th 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. by phone or posted on a web-

site.  Check your MDS website, spring newsletter or e-mail mousytongue@msn.com. For details. 

6.  STABLING: Call 207-234-2677 for availability and cost. 

7.  DIRECTIONS:  Take exit 174 off I-95 from sough turn right from north turn left onto Route 69, Go to 

blinking light, then right 2.l5 miles on the right at top of hill. 

8.  FOOTING: 20x60m. sand arena, warm up 70x140 ft.  sand arena 

9.  OTHER:  NO DOGS, PLEASE! 
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Note:  EMDA and show management reserve the right to combine, divide or cancel classes as entries wa-

rrant,  add to or vary the list of judges and make any other changes deemed necessary. 

 

1.  LEVELS: Lead-Line ï Fourth Level and FEI. 

2.  AWARDS: Ribbons to 8th place 

3.  ENTRIES:  $14 per class EMDA members, $15 non-members.  Make checks payable to EMDA.  NO 

REFUNDS AFTER CLOSING DATE unless test time can be filled.  EMDA members whose entries are 

received by closingt date will receive priority over non-membersô entries.  Negatve coggins within one year 

and record of shots required with entry. 

4.  RIDER-RUN! This is a Rider-Run show!  Please understand that you (or your surrogate) MUST scri-

be, score, set-up, take down the ring, or perform some other task.  When you call for ride times, a task will 

be assigned.  Please schedule your day accordingly. 

5.  TIMES: Times will be available Thursday, August 5th  at www.puckerbrushfarm.com 

6.  STABLING: Call 234-2147 for availability and cost. 

7.  DIRECTIONS:  From South: North on I-95, Exit 167 (Etna-Dixmont).  Turn left on Rt. 143 towards 

Dixmont.  Go approx. 4.5 miles to sharp corner.  Turn left onto Miles Rd.  Go approx 2.5 miles and 

Puckrbrush is on the right.  From North:  South on I-95, Exit 174 (Carmel-Winterport).   Turn left onto 

Rt. 69 towards Winterport.  At blinking light, turn right onto Rt. 202/69.  Go approx. 4.7 miles an just 

over crest of hill turn right onto Miles Rd.  Puckrbrush is 0.5 miles on the left.   

8.  FOOTING:  75x235 indoor arena.  Small arena for Intro through Training Test 3.  Standard arena for 

others.  

9.  OTHER:  NO DOGS, PLEASE! 

 

Eastern Maine Dressage Association 

Rider-Run Schooling Show 

Sunday, August  8, 2010 

Puckerbrush Farm,  Newburgh, ME 

 

Opening Date:  July 18,  2010   Closing Date:  August 1, 2010 

Secretary:  Bryn Walsh 

97 Miles Rd. 

Newburgh, ME 04444    Judge:  Carol Poulin-Taylor  

Phone: 234-2147 

pbrush@uninets.net 

www.puckerbrushfarm.com 

CLASS LIST 

1.  EMDA Lead Line 

2.  USDF Introductory Level - Test A 

3.  USDF Introductory Level - Test B 

4.  USDF Introductory Level Re-Ride 

5.  USEF Training Level - Test 1 

6.  USEF Training Level - Test 2 

7.  USEF Training Level - Test 3 

8.  USEF Training Level - Test 4 

9.  USEF Training Level Re-Ride 

10.  USEF First Level - Test 1 

11.  USEF First Level - Test 2 

12.  USEF First Level  - Test 3 

13.  USEF First Level - Test 4 

14.  USEF First Level Re-Ride 

15.  USEF Second Level, Specify Test 

16.  USEF Third Level, Specify Test 

17.  USEF Fourth Level, Specify Test 

18.  FEI Prix St. George through Grand Prix, Specify 

Test 

19.  USDF Quadrille -  Specify Level 

20.  USDF Freestyle -  Specify Level 

21.  USDF Pas de Deux - Specify Level 

22.  USDF Quadrille Free style - Specify Level 

mailto:pbrush@uninets.net


Eastern Maine Dressage Association 

EMDA Benefit Schooling Show 

Sunday, September 19,  2010 

Stepping Stone Farm, 287 Cook Rd., Carmel, ME 04419 

 

Opening Date:  August 28, 2010  Closing Date:  September  12, 2010 

Secretary:  Kris Nicola 

287 Cook Road 

Carmel, ME 04409 

207-848-5310    Judge:  Deanna Thompson (South Carolina) 

CLASS LIST 

1.  EMDA Lead Line 

2.  USDF Introductory Level - Test A 

3.  USDF Introductory Level - Test B 

4.  USDF Introductory Level Re-Ride 

5.  USEF Training Level - Test 1 

6.  USEF Training Level - Test 2 

7.  USEF Training Level - Test 3 

8.  USEF Training Level - Test 4 

9.  USEF Training Level Re-Ride 

10.  USEF First Level - Test 1 

11.  USEF First Level - Test 2 

12.  USEF First Level  - Test 3 

13.  USEF First Level - Test 4 

14.  USEF First Level Re-Ride 

15.  USEF Second Level, Specify Test 

16.  USEF Third Level, Specify Test 

17.  USEF Fourth Level, Specify Test 

18.  FEI Prix St. George through Grand Prix, Specify Test 

19.  USDF Quadrille -  Specify Level 

20.  USDF Freestyle -  Specify Level 

21.  USDF Pas de Deux - Specify Level 

22.  USDF Quadrille Free style - Specify Level 

 

Note:  EMDA and show management reserve the right to combine, divide or cancel classes as entries wa-

rrant,  add to or vary the judge and make any other changes deemed necessary. 

 

1.  LEVELS; Lead-Line ï Fourth Level and FEI. 

2.  AWARDS: Ribbons to 8th place 

3.  ENTRIES;  $14 per clas EMDA members, $15 non-members.  Make checks payable to EMDA.  NO 

REFUNDS AFTER CLOSING DATE unless test time can be filled.  EMDA members whose entries are 

received by closingt date will receive priority over non-membersô entries.  Negatve coggins within one year 

and record of shots required with entry. 

4.  Kris Nicola has offered the proceeds of this show to EMDA.  We are sooo fortunate!   

5.  TIMES: Times will be available Thursday, September16th by phone:  848-5310. 

6.  STABLING: Call secretary for availability and cost. 

7.  DIRECTIONS:  From  I -95 take exit 167 (ME-69/Me143) towards Etna/Dixmont.  Go .2 miles, then 

turn right onto Dixmont Road/ME -143/ME-69.  Go .1 mile, turn right onto Plyouth Road Road/ME-69.  

Go 2.3 miles then turn right onto Cook Road.  Go 1.7 miles to Stepping Stone Farm. 

8.  OTHER:  NO DOGS, PLEASE! 

 

 



CMDA  NEWS 

 

CMDA Officers  

President:  Wadean Chadwick 375-6658 rycjrc@aol.com 

Vice President: Cheryl Peaslee  582-0762 cadpeaslee@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  Kelley Moore              592-5101 rockhorse8@yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Karen Dewitt  522-9364         hosslover3@suscom-maine.com 

 

CMDA Directors for MDS  

Carol Poulin- Taylor 207-353-8587 H  207-353-8533 W EspritEC@aol.com 

Cheryl Peaslee  207-582-0762 H  207-582-2330 W cadpeaslee@yahoo.com 

Elizabeth Owens 207-725-1204 

Laurie Lee (alt) 207-395-4986 H   heavenleeacres@gmail.com 

**************************************************************************  

 
 

 Please join us at  our Annual Sport Horse Breeders show on August 21, 2010 at  Esprit Eques-

trian Center Durham.  The judge will be Peter Hansen.  We will also host a riding clinic the next 

day (see the entry form on the next page). For more info please contact Esprit Equestrian Center 

or  Cheryl Peaslee at  cadpeaslee@yahoo.com 

 

Schooling show dates are:  

  

 June 27:  Pittston Fair grounds, Pittston  

 Judge: Sandra Beaulieu  

  

 August 21:  Sport Horse Breed Show  at Esprit Equestrian Center,  Durham   

  Judge:  Peter Hanson   

 

 August 22:  Riding clinic at  Esprit Equestrian Center,  Durham    

 

 September 12: Esprit Equestrian Center,  Durham  

 

 

 Our next meeting will be July 5 at 1:30pm..  Hope to see you there. We will be finalizing help 

for the Breed show.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

CMDA CLINIC REGISTRATION FORM  

 

Clinician:  Peter Hansen 
Date:  Sunday August 22, 2010 
Location:  Esprit Equestrian Center 
268 Newell Brook Road  Durham Me. 04222 

EspritEC@aol.com 
 

 

Rider Name:______________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

Tel # and E-mail:__________________________________________________________ 

Horse Level:______________________________________________________________ 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  Satureday  AUGUST 14, 2010 

 

____Private Lesson ($90 CMDA Member/ $95 Non-member) $_______ 

____Semi-Private Lesson ($55 CMDA Member/ $65 Non-member)      $_______ 

___  _   Auditors   $10.00       May pay at door                                       $_______ 

 

                  TOTAL$_______  

 

If possible, I would prefer to ride ____AM / ____PM 

 

If semi-private lesson, I would prefer to ride with:___________(other participant) 

 

Ride times will be given (to e-mail and/ or tel # provided above) on THURSDAY AUGUST  19, 2010 

 

CMDA AND ANY PARTIES RELATED TO ANY EVENT THERE OF ASSUME NO RESPONSIBILITY 

IN THE HANDLING OR OCCURANCE ON SAID ABOVE PROPERTY.  AS A RIDER, I ASSUME ALL 

RESPONSIBILITY AND ACTIONS OF MYSELF MY HORSE, MY PROPERTY, ALL IN ACCOR-

DANCE TO MAINE LIMITED LIABILITY LAW.  

 

Rider Signature (rider 18 or older)____________________________________________ 

 

Parent or Gaurdian (rider under 18) PRINT_____________________________________ 

 

Parent or Gaurdian (rider under 18) Signature__________________________________ 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR PROMPT RESPONSE!  

 

 MAIL TO:   Esprit  Equestrian Center 

    268 Newell Brook Rd      

    Durham  ME    04222 

 

 

 INCLUDE:    

Completed and signed registration form 

Check payable to CMDA 

Copy of negative coggins within 3 years 

Proof of rabies vaccination within 1 year 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 Board Meeting April 5, 2010 
In attendance:  B. Hudson, C. Elia, M. Lagerklint, B. Redman, R. Clark, K. Mitchell, G. McCormack 

  

I.   Minutes from old meeting ie: 6/13 show chair  Becky Clark offered chair the 6/13 

 rider -run show.  Entries should be sent to Puckerbrush, show is at Whispering Pines.  Marianne will send 

out a reminder for the show.  

II.   Treasurer's Report:  71 members  $4200.92    

III.   Old Business: For members who have joined more than one club, Kitty marks on the form that they 

have already paid MDS dues and show collects either the $1 or $6 for EMDA.  

IV. Committee Reports:  

   A.  Show chair - Betsy will order ribbons.  She needs a count of what ribbons are needed for the upcoming 

season.  

  B.  Clinics - Gail McCormick would like to pass chair position to Michelle Coad.  Gail will continue 

through the Free Clinic and then it goes to Michelle.   Free clinic is May 23rd at Serendipity Stable in Glen-

burn.  

  C.  Membership - as above 

   D.  L Program - Trina Atkins will be instructing for the April 8 -9 weekend.  The A session has been re-

viewing rules and critiquing horses and riders for Training through Second Levels.  30 participants are ac-

cepted but only 10 can go on to Part 2.  Demo riders who are competing at Training, First and Second Lev-

els are needed for Session 3, May 29-30.  

IV.   New Business: 

Deadline is May 15th to get items to Betsy for the newsletter.  

 Bryn is tracking down trophies and getting them engraved.  Year- End Awards recipients need 

to be reminded to be sure to attend the banquet so that trophies can be awarded.  Bryn 

makes a motion that a single horse/rider may not win a trophy more than 2 consecutive 

years.  

 Gunnar Ostergaard will be at Puckerbrush again and scholarships will be available at $50 

each for 4 individuals.   Feedback is requested on this proposal.  Candace Platz has pro-

posed a clinic offering reduced rates to EMDA members.  Ms. Platz is a USDF Silver 

medalist and certified instructor.  EMDA will wait until the Clinic chair is in place before 

responding to this request  
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 Marianne will be away April 19- May 4 so any emailings that need to be done need to be given 

to her before the 18th.  

  USDF dues are increasing from $18 to $20 next year.  Consequently, MDS will have to raise 

dues which means that EMDA has to raise dues.  EMDA committee members decide how 

much of an increase is necessary.  Kitty motions that a specific reason (to expand scholar-

ships, host more clinics...) be explained along with the rate increase.  MDS has not dis-

cussed rate changes yet.  A Junior membership with EMDA only earns the club $1.  Bryn 

makes a motion to raise dues by $2 for the 2011 memberships  Kitty seconds.  All are in 

favor. 

 MDS website - has current show listings and contact information.  The Omnibus is not printed 

at the time of this meeting.  Marianne will add this to an email about the June 13th 

show.  For 2011, the Omnibus will not accept any late entries ads or other material to be 

printed. 

 EMDA needs a new 100 foot measuring tape.  Betsy will look into where to find one. 

Congratulations to Val Philpot on her recent purchase of Danske, a 1 year old Friesian colt. 

                        The next EMDA is the 3rd Monday in September at 6 pm at Betsy's house. 

 

  SHOWS, SHOWS, SHOWS! 

 The EMDA Rider-Run Shows were omitted of the Omnibus.   

 

Date: June 13, 2010 

Location: Whispering Pines, Newburgh 

Show secretary: Rebecca Clark, Puckerbrush Farm, 97 Miles Road, Newburgh, ME 04444  

Phone: (207) 234-2147 

 

Date: August 8, 2010 

Location: Puckerbrush Farm 

Show secretary: Bryn Walsh, 97 Miles Rd., Newburgh, ME 04444 

Phone: (207) 234-2147, Email: pbrush@uninets.net , www.puckerbrushfarm.com 

 

Date: September 19, 2010 

Location:  Stepping Stone Farm 

Show secretary: Kris Nicola, 287 Cook Road, Carmel, ME 04409 

Phone: (207) 848-5310  

DO SUPPORT OUR SHOWS, AS THEY PAY FOR THE YEAR-END AWARDS 

  

We do need a Show Chair.  We have shows, judges, and ribbons arranged for this year, but it would be nice 

to have an overall chair.  Your board members have stepped in to take over this year as needed.  Please con-

tact me if you can help Betsy Hudson mousytongue@msn.com/207-942-5940. 

 

CLINICS!  

May 22nd was EMDAs annual free clinic held in Glenburn at Serendipity Stable owned by Val Rich. Mi-

chelle Coad was the clinician for the day and it was a great day, with enthusiastic feed back from all partici-

pants. Attending were ; Barbara Humphrey , Val Rich , Sarah Cawley, Jeri Blythem, Gloria Kelleher , 

Keeley Benner, Kathleen Fox and Gail McCormack.  

  

 Michelle was very thoughtful in how she taught each lesson.  All that attended had a sense of coming away 

with some good ideas and receiving logical advice. Much of what was reiterated was the knowledge that Mi-

chelle offered to each student. Michelle would often go back to the riders seat and emphasize the importance 

of rider position to correct the horse.  Michelle is available for travel and would love to connect with other 

EMDA members to assist with riders and the partnership that they would like to develop with their horses.  

 Michelle Coad is the proprieter of Downeast Dressage. You can find out more about Michelle on her web-

site Downeast Dressage.   
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This is a reminder to take advantage of the clinics offered thru EMDA at reasonable fees. The free 

clinic is a great way to take advantage of having a FREE lesson with a reputable instructor. Look for 

our next clinic in August. 

  

 We want to thank Val Rich for the day use of her facility and Michelle Coad for spending the day 

with EMDA members. 

 

As we go to press, we need someone to chair clinics for the remainder of this season.  Michelle Coad 

has volunteered to plan one and there will be a mailing for that.  Please volunteer your time ï it is a 

worthwhile endeavor.  Contact Betsy at mousytongue@msn.com 

 

NEED DRESSAGE CONTACTS IN MAINE? CHECK OUT THE MDS WEBSITE!    Need 

tests?  Download them at www.mainedressagesociety.org   We are grateful to Bryn Walsh for her set-

ting this up and updating it.   

      

FALL BOARD MEETING  

The Fall EMDA meeting will tentatively take place on September 5th, Wednesday, at 6:00 

p.m. at 322 West Broadway in Bangor. EMDA  Board meetings are subject to rescheduling so please 

call 207-942-5940 before the meeting to assure it has not been changed.  They are open meetings.  

       

WANT TO RUN FOR OFFI CE?  CHAIR A COMMITTEE?  BE ON THE EMDA BOARD?  Let 

Betsy Hudson know by August Newsletter time, in writing  please! 

 

From Both Ends of the Reins 

 Whereôs the app?  That used to mean something to horse people only, but now you go on line 

and your head starts sailing through cyberspace.  The youtube videos of great dressage are awesome.  

When before have you been able to sit in your easy chair and watch Reiner Klimke or Josef Necker-

man ride?  ñI think Iôll watch Ignacio Rambla before I go to the barnéò What I want to know is 

where is the app for clean flying changes?  Where is the app for memorized tests?   

 Itôs as if the concept of hard work and due diligence seems to belong to antiquity.  But not for 

us horse people!   

 We have some nice shows lined up for all.      

 Do pitch in and help EMDA.  We need a volunteer (or volunteers) for the position of clinic 

chair and show chair.  No experience necessary.  Will train.  Give your horse an extra carrot and fill 

out the entry form!   See you at the EMDA shows!  

   

     As always, 
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"One man's wrong lead is another man's counter-canter.ò 
 

Tack is cleaned, trailers are registered, and white breeches are on---show season has 

begun.  

Hit the road and enter the arena; it is time to show off all of the hard work you have 

learned, all of the time you have put in, over the winter.  Whether you are competing 

Intro or Grand Prix, you deserve to shine.  Northern Maine Dressage Association as-

pires to meet the needs of each and every rider.  

 

Donôt forget to join us at our NMDA shows for 2010.   We have great judges, nice 

show grounds and the friendliest horse people around.   Come join the fun! 

 
 

Our 2010 Show Dates: 

 

NMDA will host 4 shows for 2010 show season as follows: 

 

Saturday June 26, 2010 East Ridge Stables L Judge Chris Joost 

Saturday July 17, 2010 Infinity Farm ï L Judge Carol Poulin-Taylor 

Saturday August 21, 2010 Stone Ridge Stables ï L Judge Susanne Hamilton Sat-

urday September 4, 2010 Isaac Royal Farm - L Judge Deanna Thompson 
 

See the MDS Omnibus or the MDS website for show details and schooling show 

entry forms. 



 

Greetings from Southern Maine! 

 

Heather Blitz Clinic  

 

On May 1-2 SMDA  hosted our Spring Clinic with Heather Blitz  at Pineland Farms Equestrian Center.   This 

was a great clinic! Heather Blitz is an international Grand Prix Rider and a popular clinician in Europe, Denmark 

and the USA.  She has been training and competing in Europe for the last three years, and has recently returned to 

the U.S.  Heather often teams up with Mary Wanless and Hillary Clayton, and she offers a unique perspective that 

focuses on the effects of the riderôs body and aids to the horse.  We were excited to host Heather for our SMDA 

Spring Clinic and experience her clear and easy to understand system of training, which offered us a special focus 

on the riderôs body and position and its impact on the horse. 

 

We had a terrific line-up of riders ranging from Training Level through Grand Prix.  Heather gave each rider her 

full attention, and worked with them to make seemingly subtle changes to their position that often had dramatic 

results.  She used many visual images to help the riders, with the overall theme that the riderôs body should flow 

with or ñmatch,ò rather than impede or drive the horseôs movement.  Heather noted that ñDressage riders tend to be 

industrious and hard workers.  Sometimes we do too much!ò  She encouraged riders to learn to appreciate the quiet 

zone.  Weôre very grateful to our SMDA Board of Directors members Jane Tremlett and Wendy Brunson who 

worked really hard to attend to all the details that made this clinic a success.  We also want to thank Gwyneth 

McPherson who was tremendously helpful in getting this coordinated with the  Pineland facility. 

 

ñBreaking out of Training Levelò Clinic with Heidi-Hauri -Gill  

 

On March 20th SMDA sponsored a clinic at Photo Finish Farm in Buxton.  This clinic had a special focus to help 

Intro and Training Level riders gain skill and understanding on making that big leap up to First Level.  We got a lot 

of positive feedback and it was great to see many of our regular Schooling Show participants riding in this clinic.   

Because of the success of this clinic we are considering a repeat performance in the fall ï please check our website 

for updates.  Many thanks to our Board member Gloria Steiger for making this clinic happen! 
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SMDA Schooling Shows 

 

SMDA scheduled four Schooling Shows this season, plus we have two additional affiliated shows at Pineland and one affili-

ated show at the Hollis Equestrian Park that is sponsored by the Standardbred Pleasure Horse Organization (SPHO).  This 

gives our members seven opportunities to earn scores for SMDA year-end awards! 

 

Our first show was held on May 16 in Hollis.  Unlike last year, it was a beautiful sunny day and we had a full day with lots of 

riders.  We were especially lucky to have some upper level riders, with one Third Level ride, one Fourth Level ride, and two 

PSG tests.  We scheduled these rides right after ring change so that there would be lots of folks around to watch and get in-

spired!  Our second show (June 13) looks like it will also be a busy one, and we hope that weôll be blessed with another day 

with great weather. 

 

For more information on SMDA news and activities check out our website www.southernmainedressage.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your horse is your best friend! He listens to you and donôt forget youôre supposed to listen 

to him too! 
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EMDA CLINIC with Laura Mitchell  
 

 

 

 

Laura Mitchell has been teaching riding and training horses for 30 years. She brings to her les-

sons clear communication, concise imagery, and a light-hearted approach (this is supposed to be 

fun, after all!) Lauraôs creativity has helped many riders break through the inevitable ñtraining 

plateausò we all encounter, whether itôs trailer loading, going safely down the trail, or  

competing in the dressage arena. 

 

Lauraôs dressage training began over twenty years ago at the end of Mary Howardôs longe-line 

where, after years of riding hunterôs, she learned the true meaning of humility. She went on to 

train with Susan Woods, Sue Jacoma, Sue Downer, and for the last 10 years Jacky Smith. She 

has owned and managed Beltane Farm in York, ME since 1988. 

 

 

Laura is a USDF bronze medalist and competes PSG with her tailless wonder Segovia. In ô08 

they were 6th in New England at 4th level. She is currently a candidate in the USDF L program. 

 

 


